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The Dignity of the 
Chriſtian Prieſthood. 


Dear Brethren. 


HERE is nothing, 
as I have often re- 
preſented unto you, more 
effectual to excite every one 
of us to our Duty, and to 
make us Diligent therein, 
than frequent reflections 
upon the ſolemn Charge 
given us at our Ordination, 


A 3 and 


—_ 
— —ͤ— — 


2 The Dig nit) of the 
and our Promiſes which 
thereupon enſue. In which 
we are admoniſhed unto 
how high a Dignity, and to 
how weighty an Office God 
hath been pleaſed to call us. 
And thereby are awakend 
to conſider, with how great 
care and ſtudy we ought to ap- 
ply our ſelves ; as well that 
we may ſhew our ſelves dutiful 
and thank ful unto that Lord, 
who hath placed us in ſo high 
a Dignity ; as alſo to beware 
that neither we our ſelves O 
fend, nor be occaſion that 
others Offend. 
| Now 
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ch Now that we may be 
ch ſeenſible of the Excellency 
ato of our Office (upon which 
to depends the weight and dif- 
od ficulty of it) J have thought 
vs. ft, inſtead of the al 
nd Þ Speech at my Viſitation, to 
cat FF preſent you with a ſmall 
45. F Treatiſe upon that Subject. 
hat And I have choſen to 
iful ground it upon thoſe fa- 
rd, mous words of our Lord to 
gb Il Sr. Peter, XVI St. Matthew, 
are in the beginning of the 
Of- Þ 19th Verſe, And ] will give 
that I thee the keys of the kingdom 

of heaven; that I may at 
A 4 the 


— ——— — — 


4 The Dignity of the 


the ſame time, inſtruct you ¶ up 
in your Duty, and explain the 
a difficult paſſage of tne im 
Holy Scripture. her 
pri! 

Two things muſt be unt 


premiſed, before I can give 
you the true ſenſe of theſe I par 
words; I will give thee the I} Gol 
keys of the kingdom of heaven; ſpe 
and propoſe the Matter ot wh: 
which l intend to Dil- 


courle. 


The Firſt is, That the 
Power which theſe words 
import , was not beſtowed 

upon 


ou 
ain 
the 


be 
we 
neſe 
the 
ens; 
of 


Diſ- 


the 
ords 
wed 
pon 
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upon St. Peter alone (as 
they of the Roman Church 
imagine) but what Chriſt 
here ſpake to him, as the 


prime Apoſtle, he intended 


unto all the reſt. 

This is manifeſt by com- 
paring three places in the 
Goſpel together, which 
ſpeak of this Power. For 
what is here ſaid of it, by 
way of prediction or promiſe, 
tat he would confer it ; is 
a little after ſpoken of by 
way of deſcription and ex- 
plication of the nature of this 
power, and the manner of 


A5 aſing 


—_— —ͤ — —— ——ßh—— - 
OE — — — 


6 The Dignity of the 
| uſing it: as you may fee in 
| the XVIIIth Chapter of this 
Goſpel, from v. 15 to the 
21ſt. where v. 18. he ſpeaks 
in the plural number, What- 
ſoever ye ſhall bind on earth, 
ſhall be bound in heaven, and 
whatſoever ye ſhall looſe, &c. 
which is the very ſame 
power, and in the fame 
Words promiſed here to 
St. Peter, I will give thee the 
keys of the kingdom of hea- 
ven; and whatſoever thou ſhalt 
bind on earth ſhall be bound m 
heaven; and whatſoever thou 
fhalt looſe on earth ſhall be 
loo ſed 


loo) 
in 

po 
up: 
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bel, 
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in looſed in heaven. And then, 
us in a third place, when this 
he power is afually conferred 
ks upon them, they are all 
al- inveſted with it; after our 
th, Saviour's Reſurrection, but 
and beſore his Aſcention, XX St. 
c. John 22, 23. where he doth 
me ¶ not ſay Ae, receive thou, as if 
me he ſpake to one alone; but 


to Ne, receive ye the Holy 
the YI Ghoſt. Whoſe ſoe ver fins ye re- 


hea- nit, they are remitted to them; 
ſhalt N and whoſe ſoe ver ſins ye retain, 
nd in ¶ they are retained : Which, it 
thou 


s evident, was ſpoken indif- 
rently to every one of 
them. Now 1 


— — ES - 9 __———————__— 
— —— — — 
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Now the Second thing to 
be premiſed is, That the 
power intended to be con- 
terred by theſe words, was 
not given only to the Apo- 
ſtles, but to their Succeſſors 
alſo, unto the end of the 
World; and to all thoſe 
that their Succeſſors ſhould 
inveſt with it, in their ſeve- 
ral Orders and Degrees. 

This will be clear, by 
conſidering not only the 
needs of the Church; which 
was not to continue only 


while the Apoſtles lived, 
but 
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but while the World laſted : 
But allo from the time 
when this Power was be- 
towed upon them; which 


mult be carefully obſerved. 


Now it was given, either 


on the Evening afrer our 
Saviours Reſurrection, or 


elle Eight Days after it: 


For the place in that parti- 
cular ſeems to be dubious. 
XX St. John 19. Which 
ſoever it was, this time 
ſhews that this Power was 
not beſtowed upon them as 
Apoſtles, or as having an 
extraordinary Office which 


was 


-- 


— . ——tx— ——ͤ 


10 The Dignity of the 


was to expire; but as the the 
ordinary Paſtors and Cu- (1 
rates of Souls. For their rec 


extraordinary Miſſion , by Gh 
the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt, He 
and whatſoever ſhould qua- bot 
lify them for the Office of Ju 
Apoſtles (that is, to preach un 
the Goſpel to all Nations) Ea 
was not beſtowed upon 

them till Ten Days after 


his Aſcention into Heaven; ca 
when the Day of Pentecoſt for 
was come. For our Lord co 


had ſaid to them juſt before gr 
his Aſcention, Depart not 

from Jeruſalem, but wait for 
the 


ye ſhall be witneſſes unto me 


Judea, and in Samaria, and 


Chriſtian Prieſthood. 1 1 
the promiſe of the Father 
( 1 Act. 4. 8.) And ye ſhall 
receive ¶ power after the holy 
Ghoſt 1s come upon you : And 


both in feruſalem, and in 


unto the uttermoſt part of the 
Earth. 


This is a thing to be 
carefully heeded, as I ſaid; 
for in the following Diſ- 
courſe, I ſhall ſhew there is 
great uſe of it. | 

And now having pre- 
miſed theſe two things , 


there 


—— n T2 
— — — — 
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12 The Dignity of the 
there are two more to be 


explained : and then we 
{hall be eaſily let into the 


ſenſe of thele Words ; and 
ſee what we are to obſerve 
from them. 


Firſt, What is meant by 
the kingdom of heaven. 

Secondly, What by the 
keys of it, and the giving 
them to his Apoſtles. 


By the kingdom of bea- 
ven, is certainly meant the 
Church of Chriſt ; The Com- 
pany of Believers. Which 


18 
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is evidently the ſenſe of this 
phraſe, in more places than 
one of this very Goſpel. 
XIII Matth. 2. The kingdom 
of heaven is like to a Man 
that ſowed good ſeed in his 


field; But while men 


Slept the Enemy came and 
Sowed Tares &c. In the 
Kingdom of Heaven, pro- 
perly ſo called, there are 
no Enemies, nor any Tares: 
Therefore by the King- 
dom of Heaven muſt be 
meant the Church. And 
lo it is to be underſtood in 
all the reſt of the me 
O 


"== K 
— — — oc , 
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14 The Dignity of the 
of that Chapter; and in 
XI. 11. XVIII. 1. z. And 
thus the Phariſees are ſaid to 
ſhut up the kingdom of heaven 
againſt men (which is near 
to the phraſe of our Savi- 
our in this place) and would 
neither go in themſelves, nor 
ſuffer them that were eutring 
to go in. XXIII. 13. That 
is, kept Men from believ- 
ing in Chriſt, and becom- 
ing members of his Church. 
And in the ſame ſenſe, an- 
other phraſe is frequently 
uled, viz. the kingdom of God. 

XXI 


/ fn 


you Kc. that is, they ſhould 


from the Eaſt and Weſt, and 
ſhall fit down with Abraham, 
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XXI. Math. 41. The Ring- 
dom of God ſhall be taken from 


no longer be the Church of 
God. Which in another 
place is thus explained. 
VIII 1 1,1 2. Many ſhall come 


Ilaac and Jacob, in the king- 
dom of heaven : But the 
Children of the kingdom ſhall 
be caſt out, &c. Thar is, 
Men ſhould come from far 
diſtant Countries, and be- 
lieve on Chriſt, when the 
Goſpel was preached unto 

them 


16 The Dignity of the 
them (as Abraham the Fa- 
ther of the faithful obeyed 
God's call, when he bad 
him leave Chaldea) and they, 
who till now were the only 
people of God, viz, The 
Jews ſhould be no longer 


owned by him, bur caſt off 
for their unbelief. 


Ill. Now what is meant 
by the Keys of this Church, 
will be eaſily underſtood, 
by obſerving thatthe Church 
is often called the Houſe of 
God. III Hebr. 2, 3, 4 


And that every houſe hath a 


door, 


doo! 


and 
and 
Unt. 
The 
che 


nera 
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Anc 
the | 
long 
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door, which lets into it, 
and that door is made faſt 
and opened by the lock: 
Unto which the keys belong. 
The giving of which to 
the Apoſtles ſignifies in ge- 
neral, Chriſt's giving them 
2 power over his fimily ; 
And intruſting them with 
the care of thoſe that be- 
long to his Houſe. And in 
particular it ſignifies, the 
power of a Steward : Whoſe 
Office is to look after every 
one in the family; That 
they both do their duty, 
and want nothing that is 


neceſſary 


18 The Dignity of the 
neceſſary for them. This 
will be moſt manifeſt by 
conſulting the XX T/aiah 
20, 21, 22. from whence 
this Expreſſion of our Sa- 
viour's, ſeems to be bor- 
rowed : Where God threat- 
ens to put Shebna out of his 
Office, and to confer it 
upon Eliahim; Who was a 
much better Man. I will 
cloath him with thy robe, and 
ſtrengthen him with thy girdle. 
pill commit thy Government 


into his hand, and he ſhall be 
as a father to the inhabitants 
of Jeruſalem, and to the houſe 


of 
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i || of Judah. What that Go- 
y vernment was, which he pro- 
miſed to give him, may be 
learnt from v. 15. Where 
Shebna is ſaid, to be over the 
houſe. And accordingly it 
follows, after the words now 
mentioned, concerning E- 
I bakim. v. 22. The key of. the 
za | Hauſe of David will I lay 
will © n his ſhoulder : So be ſhall 
and Nen and none ſhall ſput; and 
e. Je ſhall. ſhut, and nane ſhall 
„ent Nahen. That is, he ſhould 
J bave the ſole power of rul- 
aue Ing the houſe of the King, 
wy and adminiſter the _ 
0 


— — 


20 The Dignity of the 
of the whole family; ſo 
that he ſhould admit into 
it, and exclude our of it, 
whom he pleaſed, without 
controul. 

Such a power there is 
over the Church; which 
Originally is in Chriſt him- 
ſelt : Who is ſaid to have 
the key of David. III Rev. Nan h. 
7. that is, of the houſe of ;j.,.. 
David. Who was pleaſed 
to communicate this powerſiihe 
unto kis Apoſtles ; and bj om 
them unto their Succeſſors: 
Who were to confer it on 
ſuch perſons, as they judgeaſſ 


mee! 1 
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meet for this Office of Steu- 
ards inthe Church of Chriſt; 
as Eliakim was in the Court 
of the King of Judah. 
Now theſe words of our 
is leſſed Saviour thus explain- 
uch ed, ſufficiently Warrant us 
im- I to aſſert, that he hath ad- 
hape ¶ vanced his Miniſters unto 
vel an high Dignity, and given 
ſe offlthkem a very great power 
aſed over his people, who are 
owe! the Subjects of his King- 
d byfſKkom : that is, the members 
ſors: pf his Church. I ſay, his 
it O0BMniſters ; becauſe this pow- 
1dgedſir was not left to one, but 
maeayh * B unto 


it, 
Jut 


22 The Dignity of the 


unto them all: To be di- 
ſtributed among them ac- 
cording to their ſeveral 
Shares in this Office; where- 
in they are placed in divers 
orders and degrees of pow- 
er. For it being the power 
of Stewards over a large 
family, it is abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary that the chief Stew- 
ard in it, have ſeveral others 


under him, to take part of 
the care upon them. 
Now if we enquire into 
this power of a Steward, it 
is already apparent, that it 
conſiſts of three parts. 
Firſt, 
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Firſt, of admitting per- 
ſons into the family. 

Secondly, of feeding and 
providing for them, when 
they are admitted. And 

Thirdly, of governing and 


keeping them in order : 


And, if need be, turning 
thoſe out of doors who are 


diſorderly. 


They have power to o- 


pen the door; to keep and 


maintain in the houſe; and 
to ſhut out of it. Such is 


| the power of the Miniſters 


B 2 of 


24 The Dignity of the 
of our Lord. By them per- 


ſons enter into his Church; 
and are there inſtructed ; 
and alſo ruled and govern- 
ed. For they are not only 
to ule the keys to open the 
door, and let men into the 
family of God; which is 
done by Baptiſm; But 
when they are in, to keep 
and preſerve them there; 
to [A them about their 
work, to provide for their 
Welfare (as Stewards feed 
and cloath the family ) 
Which Chriſt's Miniſters 
do, by Catechizing, Preach- 


ng 
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ing, adminiſtring the holy 
Communion, and other 
duties. And they are alſo 
to turn idle, unprofitable, 
and drunken Servants out 
of the family : And upon 
their ſincere repentance to 
open the door; and ad- 
mit them again into it. 


Not indeed by a new Bap- 


tiſm; But by receiving 
them to the holy Commu- 
nion again ; Unto which 
they have a right by their 
Baptiſm, upon their un- 
feigned repentance. 


B 3 My 


26 'The Dignity of the 


My intention is to ex- I J. 
plain to you more largely 
the power, and duty which 
belongs to you, according 
to this little model of it, 
which I have now laid be- 
fore you, from which will 
neceſſarily ariſe, the duty of 
all Chriſtian people, in re- 
lation to the Miniſters of Fa 
Chriſt, and this power in- of 
truſted with them: Which J by 


[ ſhall repreſent in the Con- int 
cluſion. thi 


Their the 
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T heir Office then con- 
fiſts in theſe things 


following. 


J. 


Firſt, they are to Bap- 
tize into the Name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghoſt : Where- 
by, as I ſaid, they let men 
into the Church, and make 
them members of ir. "This 
is the firſt work, in which 
the keys of the kingdom of 

B 4 heaven 


28 The Dignity of the 


Heaven is employed. Ir is 
true, Preaching or Publiſh- 
ing the Goſpel went before 
this, to Perſons of Age; 
That they might learn into 
what they were Baptized. 
But then, this work was 
not properly performed by 
them, as Stewards of a fa- 
mily, or Paſtors, or Over- 
ſeers of a Flock (for they 
who were Heathens did not 
acknowledge that Authori- 
ty in them) But as Mini- 
{ters of Chriſt at large: 
Who were ſent to invite all 
men to come to the Mar- 

riage 
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is rige Feaſt (as the Goſpel 
h- ppeaks) in the honſe of 
dre Chriſt. Unto which moti- 
©; | on when any Man conſent- 
wo Þ ed, then he was Baptized : 
ed. and that was the rl exer- 
as eiſe of the power of the 
by keys, the firſt act of Stei- 
fa- ards ; Whereby they receiv- 
"0- | £d Men into the family of 
hey ¶ our Lord Chriſt. 

not And thus it is at this day. 
or'- They who are not as yer 
mn Members of the Church, 
do not own them as Stews 
ards and Overſeers ; nor are 


under their care as part of 
lage B 5 the 


30 The Dignity of the 


the family. And therefore li 
the act of teaching ſuch Se 
perſons and inſtructing E 
them in Religion is per- 
formed by them, as Mini- B. 
ſters of the Goſpel in gene- Þ th, 
ral, not as exerciſing the Þ all 
power of the Keys of the the 
Kingdom of Heaven. Bap- Þ (cl 
tiſm is the firſt part of that I Ch 
power, the firſt act of cre 
Chriſt's Stewards ; where- ber 
by they open the door (as! the 
faid) and let Men into the ¶ pre 
Church: And by this Sign Þ anc 
and Token admit them in- cha 
to the Service of Chriſt, * till 
|; 
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te liſt them under his Banner. 
h Fee St. Cyprian in his LXXIII 
12 Epiſtle. 


r- If perſons before they be 
u- Baptized do really believe 
e- | the Goſpel, and renouncing 
he all other Maſters, do in 
che their hearts devote them- 
ap- ſelves to the Service of 
hat Chriſt ; They become ſe- 
of cretly and inviſibly Mem- 
ere- bers of his Body. But 
they are not openly and 
profeſſedly of his 4 
and ſo under the care and 
charge of his Miniſters ; 
till they own Chriſt by 
being 


32 The Dignity of the 

being Baptized ; till they 
receive his mark and cog- 
nizance, by which they are 
folemnly Initiated into his 
Service, and made compleat 
Chriſtians. And therefore 
they are ſaid, by the Anci- 
ents, then to receive their 
meow ( lo they called 
Baptiſm ) their Perfection; 
in compariſon with the 
weak and imperfect State 
wherein they were before. 
For. now they openly con- 
tract with Chriſt, and take 
upon them his Yoke: They 
bind themſelves by ſolemn 


Vows 
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Y Vows to become his Ser- 
- || vants, and to obey thoſe 
Ee whom Chriſt hath ſet in 
is his Stead, to order the af- 
at fairs of his family. 

re And if the perſons Bap- 
-i- © tized be but Infants, they 
eir are received thereby into 


ed che care and tuition of the 
1; Church: and ſtand engag- 
he Ned to make good what is 
promiſed for them by thoſe, 
who brought them to be 
Baptized. For they have 
upon them opexyite 18 
Kvexs the Seal and Badge 
of the Lord : whereby they 


are 


34 The Dignity of the 


are appropriated unto him, 
to be peculiarly his, and to 
be brought up in his Reli- 
gion ; though as yet they 
underſtand nothing of it. 
So great hath been the Care 
of Chriſt's Church, to take 
Men as early as might be 
into her Boſom ; to gather 
them, as I may ſay, under 
her wings : And to com- 
mir them to the overſight 
and care of thofe, who 
are ſet over the Houſe of 
God, to bring them up 
in his Knowledge and 


Love. 


Il. 


iV 
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IL 


Secondly, When this is 
done, the Miniſters of 
Chriſt are to Catechiſe and 
Inſtruct thoſe who are re- 
ceived by Baptiſm into his 
family : to teach them, as | 
ſoon as they are able to 
learn, the Chriſtian Faith , 
and to build them up in it: 
To feed them with the 
wholeſome words of Sound 
Doctrine; to aſſign every 
one the ſeveral parts of 
their work ; and tell them 


their 


36 The Dignity of the 
their duty in the place and 
Station wherein God hath 
ſet them. 

For this was another 
part of a Stewards Office; 
to take care that ſuch as be- 
longed to the Family, want- 
ed nothing that was neceſ- 
ſary for them. Now no- 
thing is more neceſſary in 
the Church, than Chriſtian 
Inſtruction. Whence St. 
Paul among many other 
qualifications of a Biſhop 
which he, mentions in 
Tim. III. faith he muff 
be Mx apt to teach, 
we 
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we Tranſlate it. Which 
ſignifies both his abilities, 
and his propenſity to this 
Work. And in the I Titus 
9. he faith, he muſt hold 
faſt the faithful word that he 
hath been taught, that he may 
be able by Sound Doctrine, 
both to ex hort, and to convince 
the gainſayers. Whereby it 
appears, there are many 
parts of this duty, upon 
which I cannot particularly 
inſiſt. They are firſt to 
inſtruct in the principles of 
Chriſtian Religion: And 
adh, to exhort and perſwade 

men 


38 The Dignity of the 
men to the practice of it, 
both by their Doctrines and 
Examples; and 3dly, to 
reprove thoſe who walk diſ- 


orderly, and not according 
to the Rules of the Goſpel: 


4thly, to convince fuch as 


gainſay any of the Truths 
of the Goſpel. And 5thh, 
to call men off from Vain 
Queſtions and unprofitable 
Enquiries, that they may 
attend their neceſſary, and 
unqueſtionable duty. III 
Titus 8. 9. And the truth 
is, this was the ancient 
manner of Preaching, to 
| Excite 
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Excite men to ſome Verrue, 
or Reprehend ſome Vice: 
As any one may fee in St. 
Chryſoftom' s Sermons eſpeci- 
ally. Who after he hath 
expounded ſome portion of 
Scripture, according to 
the plain and literal mean- 
ing, doth not raiſe ſuch 

ſervations, as we now 
take the Liberty to do, ac- 
cording to every Mans 
judgment ; but preſently 
falls into an Exhortation to 
the exerciſe of Temperance, 
or Humility, or Charity, 


according as the portion of 
Scripture, 


| 
| 
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40 The Dignity of the 
Scripture, and the needs of 
his Auditors required. And 
their other Sermons up- 
on Feſtival Days, were on- 
ly to clear the Myſtery of 
our Saviours Incarnation, 
Death, or Reſurrection, exc. 
and to recommend as an 
Example, the Actions and 
Sufferings of ſuch Perſons, 
as had been eſteemed Saints 
in the Church. Which 
tended much to the keeping 
unneceſſary Diſputes out of 
the Church, and making 
Men more Humble and 
leſs Contentious. But this 


by the way. Let 


{ Let it here be obſerved, 
That both theſe Powers, of 
= | Baptizing , and Teaching, 
i- © were given to them before 
of che Power of being Apoſtles, 
n, © iz; immediately before our 
=c, J Saviour's Aſcenſion to Hea- 
ven; Read XXVIII Matth. 
19, 20. And therefore theſe 
ns, Yare Powers {till inherent in 
nts Ylome Perſons; who were 
ich Ito ſucceed the Apoſtles, not 
ing in their extraordinary, but 
t of n their ordinary Office. 
eing Vhich Obſervation con- 
and ues thoſe who take upon 
thisinem to Preach and Inſtruct 
Let others, 
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others, without Authori 
from the Biſhops of the 
Church; reſtraining this 
paſſage which gave ſuch a 
Power unto their Perſons , 
as Apoſtles. Who they 
imagine could aſſign none 
to this Office, nor commit 
this Power unto others 
which was given them; 
that ſo they may the better 
aſſert that there are no Per- 
ſons now in the World to 
Appoint others unto this 
Employment, and to de- 
liver to them thoſe Keys, 
which Chriſt gave them 


when 


— 
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when he ſpoke thoſe words ; 


becauſe there are now no 
is Apoſtles among us. Bur 
2 mark what he ſaith in the 
s, Þ concluſion of thoſe words, 
ey Aud, be hold, I am with you alway 
ne even unto the end of the world. 
nit & Which can neither be meant 
ers Hof their ſingle Perſons, nor 
n; Jof all Chriſtians in general: 
ter But of thoſe who ſhould 
ſucceed them, and have 
this Power committed by 
them into their hands. 


44 The Dignity of the 
the 
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ven 


A Third part of their tra. 
Office, is to Adminiſter the I the! 
Sacrament of the Body in t 
and Blood of our Lord, and 
unto thoſe who are thus in- reli! 
ſtructed and have learned dige 
Chriſt. This is another thei! 
part of the Food which this 
the Stewards are to prepare, | whe 
and give to Chriſt's Family; Þ bers 
and is, indeed, the noblcſt I {trot 
Proviſion that is in the} Chr 
Churches Store-houſe ; the aſſu 
higheſt Entertainment of As h 
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the People of God. Which 
therefore is not preſently gi- 
ven them at their firſt en- 
trance, but reſerved for 
them till they be confirmed 
in the ſtate of Chriſtianity; 
and be able to taſte and 
reliſh the nature of it, to 
digeſt it, and turn it into 
their nouriſhment. And 
this is likewiſe an action, 
whereby the ſeveral Mem- 
bers of the Family do more 
ſtrongly tie themſelves to 
Chriſt, and give him freſh 
aſſurances of their Love: 
As he aſſures chem of his. 
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46 The Dignity of the 
Of this it is not proper, 
for me now to enlarge, be- 
cauſe my Buſineſs at pre- 
ſent, is only to ſhew that 
this is part of the power 
which Chriſt hach given to 
his Miniſters; and to them 
only: Who alone can Con- 
ſecrate the Bread and Wine, 
and give the Body and 
Blood of Chriſt to the 
faichful. Which power was 
given tothem before he died, 
juſt at his laſt Supper : In 
the end of which he inſti- 
tuted the Sacrament, when 
he ſaid; do this in remen- 
brance 


Was 
ied, 

In 
iſti- 
hen 
len- 
ance 
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brance of me, XXII Luke 
19. 

Here it is to be diligently 
obſerved that theſe words, 
do this in remembrance of me, 
are but twice to be found 
in the New Teſtament: 
Though the Inſtitution of 
this Sacrament be mention» 
ed there four times. For 
the firſt three Evangeliſts 
and St. Paul ſpeak of its 
Inſtitution: But St. Luke 
only, and St. Paul have 
theſe words; and that to 
different purpoſes, to ſhew 
what every one's work and 

C3 duty 
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duty is. All Chriſtians are 


bound to Commemorate 
the Love of their Lord and 
Maſter in this manner, and 
to ſhew forth his death till be 
come. And therefore inthe 
1 Corinth. XI. 24. the words 
run thus, take, eat, this is my 
body which was broken for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
Where theſe two words, dj 
this, manifeſtly refer to 


take, eat, which go before: 


And therefore they exprels 
the Duty of Chriſtian peo- 
ple. But now in the other 
place of the Goſpel of &. 

Lute, 


are 
Ate 
nd 
und 
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Luke, there is no mention 
of taking and eating, but 
the words run thus, He took 
bread, and gave thanks, and 
brake it, and gave it to them, 
ſaying 5 this is my body, which 
is given for you ; do this in 
remembrance of me. Where 
it is evident theſe words do 


| this, can refer to nothing 


but what goes before, he 
tool bread, gave thanks, brake 
it, and gave it: And there- 
fore as the former place di- 


rects what the people ſhould 


do, ſo this directs what 


the Paſtors are to do. They 
C 3 are 


50 The Diemty of the 

are to take bread, bleſs it, 
break it, and give it : And 
the people are to take it 
and to eat it. 

And as theſe words are 
plainly ſpoken to them, ſo 
they are ſpoken before his 
death: And therefore before 
they received the power of 
Apoſtleſhip. And conſe- 
quently they belong to all 
his Miniſters, unto the 
Worlds end: Who alone 
can conſecrate Bread and 
Vine, to become the Body 
and Blood of Chriſt; un- 
to thoſe that devoutly re- 
ceive them. All 
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All thele three powers, of 
which I have hitherto treat- 
ed, we find expreſsly given 
them in the Holy Scripture : 
And another thereis (which 
[ ſhall mention in the Con- 
cluſion) which is as expreſe- 
ly delivered to them, as 
But theo: e e {ome 


thele. 

other intermedial powers, 

between ted > and 55 . 
Which though not particu- 


larly me We by our Sa 


viour; yet are po con- 
ded; in thole already name 
ed. 
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IV. 


Fourthly, therefore, they 
are to pray with and for 
the Family; and to Bless 
them in the Name of tne 
Lord. We have the Inſti- 
tution of St. Paul, for their 
praying for the Family of 
Chriſt and for all Men. 1 
Tim, II. 1. After he had 


bidden Timothy in the 19th 
verſe of the foregoing Chap- 
ter, to war a good Warfare 
among his Flock,and to keep 
the Faith, and a good Con- 

ſcience 
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ſcience in the diſcharge of 
his Miniſtry : As a way 
and means to this he thus 
reſcribes, I exhort therefore 


| that firſt of all, Supplications, 


Prayers, interceſſions, and giv= 
mg of thanks be made for all 
Men : For Kings, and for all 
that are in Authority, &c. 
Where the Word more, 
firſt of all, is remarkable: 
Denoting theſe to be prit- 


cipal parts of the Prieſts 


Office. And as for Bleſſing 
the People, we have the ſame 


Apoſtles Example in che 


Concluſion of every Epiſtle: 


C 5 But 
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But elpecially in the laſt 
Verſe of the Second to the 


Corinthians, The Trace of our 


Lord Teſus Chriſt, and the 


love of God, and the Commu- 
nion of the Holy Ghoſt, be with 


you all. Amen. 


And here two things arc 
to be Noted. 

Firſt, That though every 
Chriſtian ought to Pray, 


and that continually, boch 


for himſelf and others; ye 


the Miniſters of Chriſt only 


Pray as Perſons ſeparate un- 


to this Office. All Chritt 


An 
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alt ans are ſaid to be made 
tne Prieſts unto God; but not 
ou | by Office; not as Men de- 
the © puted to ſuch a Miniſtry of 
. Praying for others. God 
with invites all that belong to 

Chriſt, to come with bold- 

neſs to the Throne of Grace: 
are Being admitted to a greater 

familiariry with him, than 
ver) the Fews were in former 
ray; times; who prayed in the 
boch ourward Court only, at a 
ver diſtance from the Sanctu- 
only} ary. Yer there are ſome 
eur Pcrions who are more near- 
rift ly related to him, being 


a6 properly 
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properly Prieſts : who are 
ler apart by him to offerup 
Prayers, Supplications, and 
Interceſſions for others, 
Which we cannot but think 
are of great Efhcacy, when 
they ſeriouſly attend unto 
this duty; becauſe they 
are appointed by God, to 

this Othce. And 
Secondly, Their Prayers 
are then of moſt Efficacy, 
when they Celebrate the 
Sacrament of Chriſt's Body 
and Blood, It being a great 
part of their Work at that 
time ; to repreſent unto 
God 
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God the Meritorious Sacri- 
fice which his Bleſſed Son 
made for our Sins; and by 
Vertue of it to Beg of him 
all Spiritual Bleſſings. For 
then they imitate Chriſt's 
Interceſſion in the Heavens: 
And do that on Earth, by 
way of repreſentation; 
Which he doth, by preſent- 
ing himſelf in the preſence 
of God for us, in the High 
and Holy Place above. 
Where he exhibits the Sacri- 
fice of himſelf before God; 
and ſo interceeds for us: 


Which. they alſo here upon 


Earth 
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Earth commemorate ; and 
Exhibiting the ſame, under 
the Form of Bread and 


Wine, Send up their Pray- 


ers with this Repreſentation; 
for all the Bleſſings for 
which he intercedes in Hea- 
ven. They ſhew to God 
all char Chriſt hath ſuffer- 
ed; by preſenting before 
aim his Body broken, and 
his Blood ſhed : And by 
Vertue of that Sacrifice their 
Prayers, at that time, 
become the more preva- 
len. 


V. They 


eV 
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V. 


They are allo to direct, 
adviſe, and guide the Peo- 
ple of God, by Spiritual 
conference with them : The 
Miniſters of God being of 
Counſel for the Soul, as 
Lawyers are for Mens E- 
ſtares, and Phyſitians for 
their Bodies. So that to 
them Men ought to reſort; 
that they may be better ac- 
2 with their Duty; 
atisfied in their Doubts; 
reſolved in difficult Caſes; 


and 


6o The Dignity of the 
and aſſiſted againſt the 


Temprations which they 


find too ſtrong for them. 


For though many general 
advices may be given from 
the Pulpit ; yet no one can 
meet there with every pri- 
vate Mans Malady. And 
therefore this Office of per- 
ſonal Inſtruction, as occaſi- 
on requires, ſeems to be 
comprehended in the gene- 
ral power given God's Mi- 
niſters, of teaching all men, 
and building them up in their 
moſt Holy Faith. 


Theſe 
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Theſe words of the Apoſtle 
are very ſignificant, XIII Heb. 
17. where they are ſaid to 
Watch for mens Souls: That is, 
to be ready to embrace all 
Opportunities they meet 
with of doing them good ; 
which mult be by more 
than publick Inſtruction. 
And they are allo faid to be 
99!, Guides to the Flocks : 
Which they cannot be, with- 
out acquaintance with them: 
and with their State. And 
indeed , their being made 
e „by giving them 
the Keys of the * 
0 


62 The Dignity of the 


of Heaven,implies as much: 
That they ſhould be ac 
quainted, as much as is pol- 
ſible, with every one of the 
Family , over whom they 
are ſet. 


VI. 


They are alſo to aſſiſt 
the Sick ; by helping them 
to ſearch into their Con- 
ſciences, and find out th? 
diſeaſes of their Souls; and 
particularly what Sin they 
may poſſibly labour under, 
for which the Sickneſs ol 
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their Body, may prove a 
proper Cure. They are to 


receive their Confeſſions; 


to direct them unto the beſt 


Remedies for removing their 
bad Affections; to exhort, 
perſuade and comfort them, 
according as their Condi- 
No Man 


gion, will think it ſtrange, 
that I ſay, they are to re- 


| ceive the Sick Man's Con- 


feſſion; for St. James faith 
the ſame, V. 14, 15, 16. 
If be have committed ſins , 
( ſpeaking of a Sick Man ) 

they 


64 The Dignity of the 
they ſhall be forgiven hm, 
dt dor ra d, Abſolution 
ſhall be given him; and 
therefore Confeſſion muſt 
precede it. But to put all 
out of doubt, he adds in 
the next words, Confeſs your 
faults one to another, and pray 
one for another ; that ye may 


be healed. Two things i 


is evident he ſpeaks of; the I 


forgiving of «waprizy, Sins 
and Tranſgreſſions againſt 
God ; and the forgiving of 
HN, Faults, which 
are leſſer Crimes and Treſ- 
paſſes againſt Men. Now 


in 


is there commanded 
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in the latter Caſe, it may 
be ſufficient that we confeſs 
one to another ; that is, to 


the Party offended, who 


the Apoſtle ſaith ſhould 


pray to God for Healing; 
. e. that he would not lay 
his offence to his charge. 
But in the former Caſe he 
was to confeſs to the Elders 
of the Church ; whom he 


ro 


call for ; that they may 
Pray over him, and obtain 
Healing and Reconciliation 
tor him. 


There 
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There are other acts of 
their Office, which I ſhall 
not now mention, becauſe 
| would only name the 


Chief. 


VII. 


They are then to Ex- 
clude Men out of the 
Chriſtian Society, when all 
other means fail , which 
Chriſt hath appointed to 
make them good Chriſtians. 
WhenPreaching,when private 
Admonitions, and Reprooks; 
when all other good Offices 
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will not make them true to 
Chriſt, and live orderly in 
his Houſe ; then they who 
had the Power of opening 
the door, and taking them 
into his Family, have Pow- 
er to caſt them out, and 
ſhur the door againſt them. 
This is called Binding them, 
in the words after thoſe I 
am explaining: As Men 
are wont to do idle and 
alſe Servants, who are de- 
wered to the Houſe of 
Correction, to be punithed 
tor their faults. This is 
ne very laſt, and greateſt 


Power 
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Power they have for Mens 
Reformation. 


And here it is to be ob- 


ſerved, That this Power, 
together with that which 
follows, was given by 


Chriſt to his Miniſters, as 


I noted in the beginning, 


Aſcenſion to 
And therefore 


before his 


Heaven : 


doth not belong to them a 


Apoſtles, which they were 


not made till the Day | 


Pentecoſt, but as Paſtors ol 
the Church, Stewards ol 
Chriſt's Houſhold ; which 


came 
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came down to their Succcl- 
ors in that Office. 

But it is farther to be no- 
ted that the whole of this 
power is not in every parti- 
cular Miniſter; but only ſo 
much of it, as they by 
whom they were Ordained 


to their Oſhce , beſtowed 


upon them. Now it you 
conſider the whole proceſs 


gainſt a Profane Perſon, 


you will eaſily fee how 


much every particular Mi- 


niſter of Chriſt, can chall- 
enge to himſelf of this 
power. He is firſt to be 
D admoniſh- 


70 The Dignity of the 


admoniſhed; and then tobe fol 
ſharply rebuked, it admo- ou 
nitions do no good: And rep 
theſe duties ought to be] Ot 
performed by private Chri- a. 
ſtians, as well as by Mini- pa 
ſters. But then thirdly, he wi 
is to be debarred of the ot! 
privileges of the reſt of of 
Chriſtian People, for ſome} ty 
time, to ſee if he will re- on 
pent and amend. And this Cc 
is in the power of even] Ju 
particular Miniſter of Chriſt, de: 
committed to him by the 

Succeſſors of the Apoltte 


at his ordination. And then 
follows 
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follows the thruſting him 
out of the Family, till he 
repent, and return to his 
Obedience: Which is ſuch 
4 cenſure as is not to be 
paſs d by any ſingle perſon, 
without the alliſtance of 
others. For it is the Sentence 
of a Judge, in ſuch a w eigh- 
ty concernment; that it is 
only in the power of a 
Court, being an act of 
J adgment, and heavy con- 
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VIII. 
Laſtly, They are to ab- 


ſolve the Penitent: that is, 
ſuch as acknowledge their 
Sins, and reform their Lives. 
Unto whom they are to 
open the door again, and 
let them once more into the 


Chriſtian Society. Not by 


a new Baptiſm; but by a t 


ſolemn abſolution, and 
pronouncing them in the 
State wherein they were be- 
fore their Excluſion. And 
this is called looſing, in the 


words 


ab- 
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words following theſe I am 
explaining : Untying the 
former Bond, and taking 
off the Puniſhment inflict- 
ed. Which power is lodg- 
ed in the ſame hands, that 
exerciſed the former. They 
that laid on theload, can 
only take it off. 

There is indeed another 
fort of abſolution, or acquit- 
ting; which in certain caſes, 
is in the power of every 
particular Miniſter of Jeſus 
Chriſt: I will mention two 
which our Church, and the 
Church of God every 

D 3 where 
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where hath always approv- 


ed. 


Firſt, In caſe of greatde- 
jection of Spirit, whichany 
pious Soul labours under. 
If upon laying open the 
State of that Soul, and a 
ſerious ſurvey of it, and 
comparing it with the rule 
of the Goſpel, it be found 
to be faithful unto Chriſt; 
he that Miniſters unto it in 
Chriſt s Name, ought not 
only to apply Comfort to 
it, but more than that; 
pronounce a pardon to it, 

and 
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and aſſure it of God's grace 
and favour. Which can- 
not but be of great uſe, and 
afford much ſatisfaction and 
confidence to troubled Spi- 
rits : When one that can 
neither be ſuſpected of ig- 
norance, nor of partiality, 
but is wiſe and holy; ſhall 
pronounce its condition to 
be ſafe, according to the 
word of God. 

Secondly, In time of Sick- 
nels and approaching Death, 
a good man who hath given 
Teſtimony of a ſincere re- 


pentance in his Life time, 


Da4 and 
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and behaved himſelf Reli 


gioully in the Family of 
Chriſt, will receive no ſmall 
addition of hope of future 
happineſs, from the Judg- 
ment of a faithful Miniſter 
of Chriſt: Who knowing 
the State of his Soul, and 
manner of Lite os {hall 
abſolve him from his Sins, 
in the name of Chriſt. 

[ confeſs, they who are 
P! rophane and diſſolute in 
their health, who live with- 
our God, and without a 


due regard to men; follou- 


ing Fl own Tull and 
Deſires; 
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Deſires ; though they ſhew 
ſome ſins of ſorrow and 
hatred of their Sins on their 
Death Bed, yet they are 
otherwiſe to be dealt with- 
al. There is no reaſon they 
ou be abſolved; thac 

pronounced pardoned; 
5 in a ſafe condition: 
For as they never Lived 
well, ſo no body can tell, 
what they will do, If they 
ſhould be reſtored to health 
again. It muſt be their 
puniſhment, for beginniag 


| lo late, that they. g go out of 


the World in a . con- 
D's dition 
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dition; without ſuch a great 
Bleſſing of the Church, as 
that of Abſolution is; Which 
belongs to thoſe who have 
overcome Temptations; 
and conquered the Devil, 
the World and the Fleſh : 
Which no man can do up- 
on his death bed, becauſe 
he hath no opportunities 
We cannot but conclude 
well of thoſe who do well, 
when they had Temprati- 
ons to do otherwiſe : But as 
for thoſe who only reſolve 
to do well, when they have 
no Temptation to do evil; 
what- 
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whatſoever hope we may 
have of them, we can con- 
clude nothing certainly. 
They ought not to deſpair; 
but we can give them no 
aſſurance of God's Mercy. 
A Faithful Steward of the 
myſteries of Chriſt, muſt 
make a difference between 
thoſe that behave themſelves 


according to the rules of 


the Goſpel ; and thoſe that 
live diſorderly in Chriſt's 
Family. He cannot honeſt- 
ly diſpenſe our Saviour's 
Bleſſing alike ro all. They 
that all their Life have re- 


liſted 


30 'T he Dignity of the 


ſiſted the exhortations and 
admonitions of the Church, 
deſpiſed her invitations, and 
intreaties, and reproof, and 
all other remedies ; mufl 
not think to be taken all on 
a ſudden into her very Bo- 
ſom: But be content to de- 
part the World in an un- 
certain condition; only 
with carneſt Prayers for 
them; and recommendati- 
ons of them to the infinite 
Mercies of God in Chriſt 
Telus. Who knows their 
hearts, and whether their 
reſolutions. of amendment 


Were 
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were well grounded, and 
would have held out in a 
time of trial; and accord- 


ingly will difpoſe of them. 
Thus I have briefly ex- 


plained to you the power 
Chrift hath given to his 
Minitters, by committing 
to them the Keys of the 
Kingdom of Heaven. Which 
are words of a very lofty 
Sound; but of no leſs ſig- 
nification. From the Ex- 
plication of which; you 
cannot but learn both your 
Dignity, and your Duty: 
You 
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You ought to think it the 
greateſt honour in the 
World to ſerve the Lord 
Chriſt in this Office. How- 
ever men are pleaſed to c- 
ſteem you; look upon your 
felves as advanced to the 
higheſt end nobleſt Prefer- 
ment. With which you ought 
not to be puffed up, but to 
demean your ſelves in it 
with the humbleſt Rever- 


_ ence; becauſe it is a very great 
and ſacred truſt. And 
therefore ought to fill you 
with Solemn thoughts, how 
to diſcharge it, to the Sa- 

tisfaction 
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tisfaction of your Lord and 
Maſter : So that you may 


neither diſhonour him, nor 
your Office by performing 
it negligently; but with an 
hearty Affection and true 
Zeal to his Service. Who, 
as I ſaid, hath conferred 
the higheſt Honour upon 
you; but accompanied 
with a very weighty truſt: 
Which he expects you 
{hould honeſtly diſcharge. 
He hath honoured you 


with the Office of Stewards, 


in his Houſe and Family ; 
which 
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which is the Kingdom of 
Heaven: And it is required 
of Stewards, ( as St. Paul 
reacheth us, 1 Corinth. IV. 
2. ) that a man be found 
faithful. Let none of us 
then; My Brethren, ever 
prove falſe to our great 
and gracious Lord by not 
attending to our Office: 
But give all diligence, both 
to underſtand it, and to 
perform the duties belong- 
ing to it, with all fidelity. 
Conhder what manner 
of Perſons they ought to bs 


above all other Men, in all 
holy 


em rr __ 
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boly converſation and godlineſs: 
who have a work of ſuch 
importance, of ſuch large 
extent, incumbent on them. 
How Watchful, how Stu- 
dious, how Induſtrious and 


Careful they ought to be, 


to make ule of the Keys of 
the Kingdom of Heaven, 


wherewith they are intruſt- 
ed, unto the ends and pur- 
poſes for which they are 
committed to them. I will 


not enlarge this Treatiſe by 


preſſing upon 3 every 
particular part of your Du- 
ty ; but only in general be- 


ſeech 


I | 


| 
10 
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ſeech you to be lo ſolicitous 
in the diſcharge of them 
all ; that the People may 
be convinced of the Truths 
I have now repreſented to i 
you ; and underſtand that 
you are employed in an 
Office, both of great Au- 
thority, and of great La- 
bour. 

There are many of them 
who have fo little know- 
ledge of theſe matters, that 
they commonly ſay, Mini- 
ſters lead a lazy Life, and 
have their Maintenance for 
nothing: When the truth 


155 


s, the People themſel ves 
are too willing to eaſe them 
of a great deal of their 
Pains. They would not 
have them do all their 
Work; for they will not 
put themſelves to the trou- 
ble of going to them for 
any private Advice; nor 
be at leiſure to hear all their 
Admonitions, and Inſtru- 
ctions, and Reproofs. Let 
thoſe therefore know ( by 
ſome means or other) 
who are apt to undervalue 
their Labours; ſaying, it 
i but ſtepping up into the 

Pulpit 
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Pulpit twice a Week, and 
making an hours Diſcourſe, 
that it is their own fault if 
their Labour be not far 
oreater; by having daily 
Prayers, and more frequent 
Communions, and giving 
perſonal Inſtructions. Pray 
them to give you opportu- 
nities to perform every part 
of your Office; and they 
will ſoon ſee it is not 
an idle Calling; but there 
is Employment enough, 
and allo Care, and great 
Thoughts of Heart abour 
it; which deſerve the high- 
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eſt Encouragement. Pray 
them to begin to have ſome 
care of their Souls, and 
they will find it neceſlary 
to come to you for perſo- 
nal Direction; or to let 
you come to them. De- 
lire them to be at leiſure, 
at ſeaſonable times, that 
you may take an account 
of their Practice, and of 
their Profiting. Let them 
deſire to be informed in 
what they do not under- 
ſtand; to uſe you as the 
Phyſicians of their Souls; 
a5 the Keepers of the Houle 
of 


go The Dignity of the 

of God, who are to gin 
every one their portion in 
due ſeaſon: And then they 
will diſcern the Work is ve- 
ry great; and calls for Skill 
and Faithfulneſs, Diligence 
and Patience. 

And how 1s it poſſible 
the People {ſhould not 
ſee, if they 
theſe things, how highly the 
ought to eſteem them in lov 
for their works ſake, as &. 
Paul exhorts, 1 Thefs. V 


12. and obey thoſe that hav 


the rule over them and ſubniil 


themſelves, as his words are 
XII 


attend to 


—_ 
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we XIII Hebr. 17. But if 1 
in] ſhould purſue ſuch things as 
hey they deſerve, I mult make 
ve - another little Treatiſe for 
ill che People, ro acquaint them 
ce with their Duty; as I have 
made this for you that are 
ableſÞ Prieſts, Who having the 
not care of them, I ſhall leave 
toit to you, on fitting occa- 
he) ſions, to repreſent to them, 
lov} what regard ought to be 
5 S. paid to the Miniſters of 
7 VI Chriſt. 
bar And omitting many o— 
«bit ther things, I thall only 


s arc mention that which is moſt 


ll per- 
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tinent and agreeable to my 
preſent Subject. Which is, 
that the Stewards of Chriſt 
being the governours of his 
Family, every one of that 
Family ought to be ruled 
by them: And ſubmit to 
their Authority in ſuch 
things as they decree to be 
fit and Expedient, for the 
keeping the houſe of God 


in good order. For that is, 


without all doubt, another 
part of the power of thok 
to whom Chriſt hath com- 
mitted the care of his Fa- 
mily, in chief; to make 

ſuch 


Cl 


ſuch 


ſeem 
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form 


dutie 
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ſuch rules as to them ſhall 


ſem moſt meer, for the 


regular and ſeemly per- 
formance of all religious 


duties in his Church : Let 
all things ( faith St. Paul) 
be done decently, and in 
order. 1 Corinth. XIV. 40. 


All things he means, that I 


treated of before, are to be 
lo performed ; that they do 
not fall into contempt, and 
all confuſion be avoided. 
The Stewards of Chriſt 


therefore are to take care 


Fa · ¶ that Baptiſm, and Prayere- 
lake N and the Holy Communi-les, li 


ſuch 


E that 
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tinent and agreeable to my 
preſent Subject. Which is 
that the Stewards of Chriſt 
being the governours of his 
Family, every one of that 
Family ought to be ruled 
by them: And ſubmit to 
their Authority in ſuch 
things as they decree to be 
fit and Expedient, for the 
keeping the houſe of God 


in good order. For that is, 


without all doubt, another 
part of the power of thoſe 
to whom Chriſt hath com- 
mitted the care of his Fa- 
mily, in chief; ro make 

ſuch 
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ſuch rules as to them ſhall 
ſeem moſt meet, for the 
regular and ſeemly per- 


formance of all religious 
duties in his Church : Let 
all things ( faith St. Paul) 
be done decently, and in 
1 Corinth. XIV. 40. 
All things he means, that I 


treated of before, are to be 


lo performed; that they do 


not fall into contempt, and 


all contuſion be avoided. 
The Stewards of Chriſt 


therefore are to take care 


that Baptiſm, and Prayers, 
and the Holy Communion, 


E and 
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and all the reſt, be admi- 
niſtred in ſuch a manner, 
that there want nothing to 
the due ſolemnity of ſuch 
ſacred actions. The acti- 
ons and Offices themſelves 
Chriſt hath appointed, not 
they. But the manner of 
their performance, as to 
time, place, geſture, habit, 
and ſuch like things, is not 
appointed by Chriſt, nor 
can be the ſame in all ages, 
and Countries; but is left 
to their Diſcretion. 


this then may be done with 
all gravity, and in the moſt 
comely 


That 
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comely and edifying man- 
ner, they are to preicribe 
rules, and make orders : 
Unto which every one that 
is under their charge, ought 
in conſcience to ſubmit him- 
ſelt. 

I know it is become a 
queſtion wich too many, 
whether they have ſuch a 
power or no. This is a 
point which will not go 
down with thoſe, who look 
upon all laws as too great 
an abridgment of their li- 
berty : And upon all go- 


vernors as ſo many Enemies, 
E 2 that 
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that would diſpoil them of 
their own will and pleaſure, 
which 1s very dear to them, 
And ſo they rather chuſe to 
throw all things into con- 
fuſion, though they them. 
ſelves be undone thereby; 
than ſubmir to be ordered 
by any one elſe, but ac- 
cording as they themſelve 
judg convenient. 

| will aſſiſt you therefore 
briefly to prove the Autho- 
rity of Church Governours, 
to bind the people to ſuch 
rules as they think fit to 
make; for the preſerving 
order 
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order and decency among 
them. 


I. And here in the firſt 


place, let this be premiſed, 
which no body can deny ; 


chat there are ſome things, 


which, for the time being, 
are very decent in them- 
ſelves ; and others very un- 
becoming. And therefore 


ſince common reaſon tells 


us, that nothing is to be 
managed with more folem- 


nity and gravity than the 


Service of Almighty God ; 


ſuch things are to be choſen 
in the performance of it, as 


> will 
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will preſerve its honour and 
dignity ; and ſuch avoided 
as will expoſe it to con- 
tempt: Upon which ac- 
count we may obſerveſome 
things ordained by.the Law 
of Moſes; for which no 
other reaſon can be given, 
but only this ; that there 
might not be any undecen- 
cy in the worſhip of God, 


that then was. I will give 


two inſtances; which the 
Jews themſelves have noted. 
The holy things of which 
none but the Prieſts might 
eat, were appointed to be 

eaten 


eater 
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they 
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eaten in the Holy place, and 
no where elle ; and likewiſe 
they were ordered to be ea- 
ten on the ſame day they were 


offered, and not kept till 


99 


For no other 
cauſe, faith RN. Levi ben 
Gerſom, but that the Sacri- 
hces might appear more 
plorious and magnificent : 
And that they might not 
fall into contempr by being 
carried into private houſes ; 
nor create any loathing in 
the Prieſts, by being too 
long reſerved. Thus like- 
wiſe the Ephod is ordered to 
E-4 be 
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be bound art the top, round 
about the hole of it ; that 
it might not be in danger to 
be rent. XXVIII Exod. z 2. 
The reaſon of which was, 
ſaith the ſame Author, be- 
cauſe laceration, or rend- 
ing, is a very ill-favoured 
and unbecoming thing; 
though it be but in the ex- 
tremity of a Garment, for 
it ſignifies that thing which 
is torn, to be tending to 
decay. Since things there- 
fore were then appointed, 
according to the natural 


ſenſe of Mankind, merely 


for 
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for this end and no other ; 
that what belonged to the 
Service of God might nor 
be deſpiſed, nor ſeem vile 
in the Eyes of the people : 
This is not to be neglected 
now, but care taken of ſuch 
decency, as may gain a re- 
ſpect and reverence to what 
is done in the Church, or 
Family of God. 

II. This being premiſed, 
let it be further conſidered 
that our Lord himſelf hath 
no where appointed ſuch 
things; and therefore he 
bath left them to be order- 
2 eck 
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ed by the wiſdom of ſome- 
body elle. He hath no 
where, for inſtance, told 
us, in what 
Sacrifice of Prayer and 
Thankſgiving ſhould be 
offered ; nor in what man- 
ner we {hould Ear of the 
Holy 
ceive the Holy Communion 
of his Body and Blood: 


And therefore proviſion 
mult be made by thoſe who 
have Authority from him, 
that theſe and all other Ser-: 
vices in his Church, be ſo 

performed, that they be not 


rendered 


Habit the 


things; that is, re- 
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e- | rendered deſpicable and 
no | mean in the Eyes of the 
d World. 
the III. And this is very ap- 
nd parent by the Holy Scri- 
be prures, that in the Family 
an- of Chriſt, all Perſons are | 
che not equal; bur ſome are 
re- ſaid ro preſide, to rule, to 
ion be over the reſt; who are 
od : required to ſubmit, and be 
ion ſubje# , and obey. Which: 
vhoſh is a clear demonſtration , 
im, that theſe things are nor 
Ser · ¶ to be put to the Vote, and 
e ſo carried by the major part 
not of Voices in the Church: 
But 


—— 1 
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But are to be appointed 
and determined by the 
Leaders and Governours; 
unto whom the reſt are 90 


yield their conſent. 


IV. From whence it 
plainly follows, that if they 
be to Govern, aod the ks 
ple. to obey; then there 
muſt be ſons Laws and 
Rules made, without which 
there can Ko no Govern- 
ment, nor any Obedience. 


V. And again I obſerve 
in; the Scripture, that the 
Autho- 


1 


Chriſtian Prieſthood. 105 
Authority of theſe Rulers 
was ſo great, that there was 
danger they might a- 
buſe it, by troubling the 
Church with unneceſſary 
Obſervances. Elſe why 
Should St. Peter caution 
thole whom he requires to 
feed, and take the over- 
light of the Flock of God, 
not to carry themſelves, as 
lords over Gods heritage : 
That is, to uſe their Power 
moderately, 1 Pet. V. 3. 
This had been a very im- 
pertinent advice, if they had 
had no Power at all. How 
was 


o — EEE 
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was it poſſible for them to 
lord it over the Flock if they 
could command them no- 


thing ? 


VI. And then again ob- 
ſerve, That this Admoni- 
tion 1s not directed to the 
People, but to the Elders 
themſelves. He doth not 
call upon the Flock to {cc 
that their Rulers did not 
lord it over them; and to 
curb and check the Power 
of their Elders, if it grew 
exorbitant; but he requires 
the Elders themſelves to take 
care 
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care of this ; that they did 
not domineer, by com- 
manding any ching for their 
meer will and pleaſure, 
leſt their Power proved 
grievous to their People. 


Upon theſe grounds, and 
twenty other things I could 
name , the Miniſters of 
Chriſt are to call upon their 


people to yield obedience 


to the appointments of the 
Governours of his Church, 
in matters of decency and 
order; which do not ma- 
nifeſtly croſs the appoint- 


ments 
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ments of Chriſt himſelf: 
They are the fitteſt Judges 
of ſuch things; and indeed 
there can be no other. For 
the people, having every 
one peculiar fancies, will 
never agree about ſuch 
matters: Which mult there- 
fore be regulated by their 
guides, unto whoſe Godly 
Judgments they all ought 
ro ſubmit. 

And if any one ask 
where Chriſt hath given 
them ſuch authority, let 
them know that it is mani- 
teſtly included, it the Scrip- 
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f: ¶ cures be rightly underſtood, 


es in thoſe words of his, be. 
ed fore his Aſcention unto 
or St. Peter, Iolaaſre, feed my 
i | Sheep, XXI John 16. For to 
all feed ſignifies not only to 
ch inſtruct and teach; but alſo 
govern and make laws and 


orders. The words of the 
Pſalmi mh concerning, NG 
are ſufficient to prove this: 
God took, him from the ſheep- 
folds, from following the Ews 


great with young, (i. e. from 
taking care to order them 


ni-·¶ fo, that they did not miſ- 
p- carry) ta FEED Jacob his 
res people, 


110 
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people, and Iſrael his inheri- 
tance. So he FED them ac- 
cording to the integrity of his 
heart ; and guided them by the 
Skilfulneſs of his hand, 
LXXVIII. P/al. 70, 7 1,72. 
Thar is, he governed them 
with great Juſtice, and ſin- 
cere ſtudy of their Happi- 
neſs: arid exerciſed his po- 
er ſo, as was moſt for their 
benefit. 

Neither was this power 
given to St. Peter alone, but 
our Saviour tells them all, 


they ſhould fit on Twelve 


Thrones, (XIX. Mat. 28.) 
that 


i- 


the 


— 
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that is, rule and govern his 
people, as perſons having 
authority over them. And 
that they did not exerciſe this 
power merely as Apoſtles, 
or Men extraordinarily call- 
ed,but that it was common 
to all future Governours 


of the Church, appears by 


St. Peter's own words to the 


Elders in the place before 


mentioned, 1. Pet. V. 2. 


FEED the flock, of God that 
is among you, &c. That is, 
rule Ws. govern them: but 
do it diſcreetly: not as ab- 


ſolute Lords and Kings in 


the 
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the Church (for that the 
word Feed, and Shepherd an- 
ciently imported) but as 
Miniſters, and Stewards, 
and thoſe that muſt give 
an account of their ma- 
nagement. 


This power hath ever 
been thought to be in the 
Church, ſince that time: 
and the Biſhops Chair hath 
been call d by Eccleſiaſtical 
Writers, his Throne (in allu- 
ſion, I ſuppoſe, to thoſe 
words of our Saviour) he 
together with his Presbyters 

| (who 
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(who are cali d Prieſts #* 
e rtes pcs, of a ſecond 


Throne, or Chair) being 
* to order all Affairs in the 
I, Church,with ſuch prudence 
a and integrity as David did 


the Affairs of his King- 
dom. 

Nor can thoſe words of 
our bleſſed Saviour, XX 
Matt h. 25. be juſtly alledg- 
ed, as a barr to the exerciſe 
of ſuch a power; where 
he ſaith, the Princes of 
the Gentiles exerciſe dominion 
over them, and they that are 
great exerciſe authority. upon 

them. | 
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them. But it ſhall not be 
ſo among you : But whoſoever 
will be great among you, let 
bim be your Miniſter, &c. 
For firſt, you may be ſure, 
that our Lord could not 
contradict himſelf : Who 
had told his Apoſtles in the 
Chapter foregoing, that 
they ſhould fit upon 'T wely: 
Thrones, judging the Twelve 
Tribes of Iſrael. And there- 
fore ſecondly, we may be 
ſure he doth not, by this 
clauſe in their Patent, diveſ 
them of all power to mak: 
rules and orders for h 


people 
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be people : Which would have 


er been to make them like ſo 
let many golden images in the 
cc. Church; or like a Statue 
re, Hof a Prince on a Throne, 
not chat hath no life, breath, 
'hofor motion: No, it is evi- 
dent even by thele very 
words, that a great power 
s acknowledged to be com- 
relVElmitred to them; but our 
ere · N aviour was afraid it might 
7 be tempt them to pride and 
 thifffinſolenr behaviour: as if 
ivelt they were ſuch Princes as 
nakthen ruled the World. And 
t Wffftherefore his meaning 1s, 


ople that 


| 
' 
' 


| and e 
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that he would not have 
them look upon them- 
ſelves as having only a 
dignity conferred on them ; 
but a duty alſo incumbent 


upon them. e would 
have them remember, they 
were not abſolute Lords 
and Maſters; but Miniſters 
Who were 


not to uſe their power, as 


5 che Princes of this World 


are-wontfro-do, merely for 
cheir own pleaſure and 
greatneſs ; but for the good, 
and benefit, and comfort 
of his Church. In one 


Word. 
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word, he would have them 
know that they ought to ex- 
erciſe their Authority, not 
to ſerve any private end of 
their own, bur to promote 
the common .gocd of all. 
So that the greater any of 
them was, the greater obli- 
gation lay upon him, to 
make his greatneſs profi- 
table and ſerviceable, not 
burdenſom and troubleſom 


to his People. 


Theſe things being evi- 
dent and clear, if they be 
duly repreſented to your 

F P eople 5 
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People; you may hope 
they are prepared to receive 
the exhortation of the holy 
Apoſtle 1 Pet. V. 

Ye youngers, ſubmit your ſelves 
to the Elders. i. e. Ye that 
are Learners in the School 
of Chriſt, yield unto thoſe 
that teach and govern you: 
And do not oppoſe your 


fancies unto their judgment, 


Obey thoſe that have the rule 


over you, and ſubmit your 
ſelves : For they watch for 
your Souls, as they that muſi 
give account, that they may do 
it with joy, and not with grief 

jo 


— 
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de = for that is munprofitable for 
you, XIII Hebr. 17. Where 
take thoſe words, that 
they may do it with 79), ro 
refer unto their ruling and 
watchfulneſs : Of which 
they muſt one day give an 
account; and then allo re- 
late how their People have 
behaved themſelves towards 
them. Who ought to con- 
ſider that, in the mean 
time, their burden is great 
enough in doing their duty 
(if they conſcientiouſſy 
attend it) and that they 
ought not to have this ad- 
F 2 ditional 
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ditional trouble, that their 
People are refractory, and 
will not yield to what 


is reaſonably required ot | 


them. Study how to make 
your People ſenſible of this, 
that they ought to endea- 
vour the eaſe and the com- 
fort of their Governours; 
that they may follow their 
employment with gladſom, 
and not with heavy hearts, 
groaning, as it were under 
a load. For this, as it wil 
be grievous to them; ſo 
it will be unprofitable to 


their People. It will grievwF 


them 


ſo much as thanks: 
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them to take a great deal of 


pains without any profit, or 
And 
on the other fide, it will 
provoke Gods Wrath a- 
gainſt the People for their 
diſobedience : Which will 
be far more grievous than 
any of their Rulers Orders. 
In ſhort , whether their 
Place and Office be conſi- 
dered; or their ſolicitude 
and care; or the account 
they muſt give of their 
Peoples demeanour, as well 
as of their own : Or the 


comfort it will be to them; 


E.-3 Or 
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or the profit it will be to 
the People: All thele per- 
ſuade them to be obedi- 
ent, and ſubmit themſelves 
to thoſe who have the rule cf 


them , and watch for thei; 
Souls. 


And it any ſtill hang 
back, and be unwilling to 
conform themſelves to their 
Orders; deſire them to con- 
ſider theſe two things, 
with which I ſhall conclude 
this Diſcourſe. 


Firſt, 


thi 


an 


{tr 
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the 
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of 


— — — —— 


Chriſtian Prieſthood. 1 23 


r- Firſt, The ground of 


li- | their unwillingneſs. 


of Second), The danger 
vir and fad Effects thereof. 


[ 


to Beſeech them to examine 
1eir | ſtrictly, whether their un- 
on- | willingneſs to obey in 
gs, | things enjoyned by the au- 
ude thority of the Church 
| (and I may add the State 

too) do not ariſe more out 

irſt, | of prejudice than any rea- 
F 4 ſon : 


2 
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\ 
\ fon ; from cuſtom and 
contrary uſage, rather than 


clear conviction of the un- 


law fulneſs of that which is 
enjoyned. This I believe, 
will be found to be the 


truth. There are no rea- 


ſons weighty enough to 


be put into the ballance 
againſt thoſe which I have 
alledged. They are only 
light Suſpicions, vain {ur- 
miſes and fears of Superſti- 
tion which keep men from 
conforming: When it b 


moſt maniteſtly down-right 


Superſtition, to boggle at that 
which 
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which God hath no where 
forbidden. And it is the ab- 
ſurdeſt thing in the world 
to imagine, that they whom 
Chriſt "hath ſet to rule his 
Church, whoſe buſineſs it 
is to Study to keep good 
order in it; ſhould not un- 
derſtand what is molt de- 
cent and becoming ; what 


molt edifying and proft- 


able; what will moſt con- 


duce to maintain „ pro- 
mote, credit and honour 
our Religion. Which ean- 
not ſtand, if a greater re- 


gard be not paid to thoſe 
F 5 hb 
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who are the main ſupport 
ers of it. 


II. 


Thats the other thing 
which ought to be repre- 
{enced to them, the mii- 
chievous effects of diſobe- 
dience; which may in- 
cline them to uſe all dili- 
gence for their ſatisfaction. 
A grievous rent 1s hereby 
made in the Family of 
Chriſt: His Religion is 
diſgraced: The Governors 
of his Church are diſheart- 


ned 


— +Y 
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[ts ned and diſcouraged : The 


Enemies of it are gratified : (© 


And in fine, Government 

plainly ſubverted. For 
| where there is envying and 
ing /trife, as St. James faith 
III. 16. there is confuſt- 
om, and every evil work. 
Theſe are the natural 
conſequences, of diſobe- 
dience: Beſides the juſt 
judgments of God, whos 
is wont to puniſh this fin 
with worſe evils, than: 
thereby Men ſeek to a- 
void. 


Wherz 
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When Korah, Dathan and 
Abiram, rebell'd againſt the 
Government of Moſes and 
Aaron; and refuſed to pay 
that Reſpect which was due 
to thole who ruled in 
Church and State. The Sim 
and the Moon (ſaith R. Elie— 
ſer in his Pirke) went to God, 
and ſaid, that they could fhing 
no longer, if theſe Men were 
ſuffer d, as not being able to 
look upon ſuch Monſters. His 
meaning is, that Heaven 
cannot endure diſorderly 
Perſons ; that the World 
ce nnot ſt ind if they be not 


puniſh- 


a” 
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puniſhed ; and God who 
is not the author of confuſion, 
but of peace (as St. Paul 
ſpeaks) will certainly cha- 
ſtiſe them; and ſometimes 
deſtroys them. Now what 
Judgment is there more 
ſuitable to the offence, than 
to deliver ſuch unruly peo- 
ple , into the cruel paws of 
inraged, imbittered, and 
mercileſs Governours ; and 
fluffer thoſe to domineer 
over them , who will not 
be their Lords meerly, bur 
plain Tyrants ? Becauſe 


they would not live volun- 
tarily 
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tarily in peaceable ſubjecti- 
on, God lets them fall un- 
der ſuch a force, that they 
ſhall enjoy no peace, but 
ſuch as the Stones have, 
which are not able to knock 
one againſt another. 

God of his infinite mer- 
cy prevent ſuch a concluſi- 
on of our perverſenels , 
which an holy grave Learn- 
ed Writer oi this Church in 
the beginning of the laſt 
Ceentury left upon Record, 
as his fear and dread. For 
afrer a diſcourſe to ſhew 
that there is no better means 


(0 
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to keep the Popiſh Yoke 


from us, than a due eſteem 


of our Spiritual Governours, 


and being guided by them ; 
he adds theſe words, which 
[ ſhall Abridge : Queſtion- 
leſs, this malapert ſcofFng diſ- 
obedience againſt all Eccleſt- 
aſtical Power, now profeſſed 
by all forts among us, is that 
which to all that know God's 
judgments, cries louder in the 
ears of the Almighty (louder 
by much than the Prayers of 
Monks and Jeſuits) for Venge- 
ance upou this Land. For 
vengeance to be executed by no 
other 


—— — — — 
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other than thoſe our ſworn ene- 
mies, to be executed by no o- 
ther grievances, than the dou- 
bling of the enraged Roma- 
niſts Iron yoke, which is now 
prepared for us, ten times more 
heavy, than that which our 
forefathers have born. 


Bleſſed be God, who 


hath not yet taken this ven- 
geance on us;tho this heavy 
Iron yoke (as he juſtly calls 
it) was about to be put up- 
on our Necks, if God had 
not broken it in pieces by 
an unexpected wonderful 
deliverance. For which we 

have 
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have not been ſo thankful, 
as to have a good ground 
of hope, that he who hath 
delivered, will ſtill deliver 
us; but quite contrary,juft 
reaſon to fear the appa- 
rent danger we are now 
in, of falling into the hands 
of thoſe inveterate enemies, 
by the ſtrange increaſe of 
their united power, and by 
our unaccountable Quarrels 
and Diviſions among our 
ſelves. For what that great 
Man ſaid of his days, I 
think is tru now, Sure, if 
there be degrees of malignan- 


cy 
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cy in Helliſh Ghoſts, the moſ 
potent factions of thoſe evi 
ſpirits, ſtrive for glory by d- 
ing the greateſt miſchief in thi 
Land. The condition cf 
which if it were duly con- 
ſidered, common intereſt, 
it might be expected,{hould 
rye and combine thoſe to- 
gether, whom love and 
charity cannot yet reconcile 
This hath had power to 
bring enemies together; 1s 
it not a ſtrange thing then, 
that it doth not unite Neigh- 
bours and Friends! We 
read in XXII. Namb. 7. 
tne 
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the Elders of Moab, and the 
Elders of Midian went to- 
gether unto Balaam to de- 
ire his help. Theſe, accor- 
ding to the Jewiſh Traditi- 
on, were great Enemies: 
How came they then now 
to be Friends ? Hear 2 Sto- 
ry , faith the Sanhedrm : 
* Two Dogs were at dit- 
© ference, and there came 
ga Wolf and ſetting upon 
* one of them, was like 
* to overcome him. Thcn 
* ſtept in the other Dog, 
* ſaying to himſelf, I had 
* beſt help my enemy, and 


cc joyn 
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* joyn with him againſt 


this Beaſt,who is a worſe 
enemy to me than he; 
and will have the more 
courage to ſet upon me, 
when he hath devoured 
him. You know how 
to apply it. When there is 
a common danger, whatſo- 
ever private differences we 
have, we ſhould joyn as 
cloſe as we can together; 
and not by holding little 
things very faſt, let go all 
we have. It is an ill time 


to fall out with the My 
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of a Ship, when a Pirate is 
coming to Board it; and 
for Soldiers to mutiny a- 
gainſt their General, when 
the oppoſite Army ſtands 
in Battalia, and is ready to 
vive the Charge. And it 
no leſs dangerous for peo- 
ple to be finding fault, with 
the Orders of their Gover- 
nours, when there are thoſe 
at hand, that are ready to 
deſtroy what we like, as 
well as what we diſlike in 
them. 0 


2 Tim. 
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2 Tim. II. . Confider 
what T ſay, and the LORD IB O 
give you underſtanding in al #: 
things. 
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